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On April 6, 17 days after polls closed in the March 20 general elections El Salvador's Supreme
Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral, TSE) released official results for the Legislative
Assembly race. Final results from the presidential race had been released on March 30.
Nevertheless, the TSE must still issue the final vote tally for the country's 262 municipal
governments, and for 20 seats in the Central American Parliament (PARLACEN).
In the legislative race, the TSE says the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza
Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA) party won 39 of the 84 Assembly seats. The far right National
Conciliation Party (Partido de Conciliacion Nacional, PCN) won four seats. Since the March 1991
legislative elections, ARENA and the PCN had together maintained a solid majority voting bloc of
48 seats. In the new legislature, the two parties are expected to renew their alliance, which, despite
the loss of five seats, will still give them the 43 votes necessary to pass all ordinary legislation with a
simple majority.
The alliance will be far short, however, of the two- thirds majority necessary for special legislation.
A two- thirds vote is required for all constitutional reforms, approval of foreign loans, and the
suspension of constitutional rights, such as a "state of siege." When the executive vetoes new laws,
the two thirds vote is also necessary to override the presidential veto, thus giving the opposition
some negotiating leverage with ARENA and the PCN.
After ARENA, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) will be the second largest
party in the legislature, with 21 seats. This was the FMLN's first time participating in elections,
and many of the party's 21 deputies were well-known guerrilla commanders during the civil war,
including general command members Eduardo Sancho ("Ferman Cienfuegos") and Francisco
Jovel ("Roberto Roca"). Other prominent rebel leaders who were elected to the legislature include
Ana Guadalupe Martinez, Juan Ramon Medrano, Maria Marta Valladares ("Nidia Diaz"), Gerson
Martinez, Dagoberto Gutierrez, Fidel Recinos, Guadalupe Pena, and Eugenio Chicas.
MAC, which in 1991 had won one seat in the Legislative Assembly, failed to win even 1% of the vote
in the present elections, which is the minimum necessary for an organization to maintain its legal
status as a registered political party. The UDN, which like the MAC had won a single seat in 1991,
has since been incorporated into the CD party. The new legislature will be inaugurated on May 1,
while the winner of the April 24 presidential runoff election will take office on June 1.
Meanwhile, controversy surrounding fraud and irregularities in the municipal elections (see NotiSur
03/25/94) continues to impede the release of final results. The TSE has received requests to call for
new elections in over 30 municipalities, due to a broad array of problems which occurred in those
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zones during the March 20 balloting. Most of the requests were filed by the FMLN. Unofficial results
from the municipal races indicate that ARENA will control 211 municipalities, followed by the PDC,
which won mayoral seats in 29 cities and towns. According to the unofficial results, the FMLN won
the municipal elections in just 14 towns, while the PCN carried the remaining eight municipalities.
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